
Vernon Township Fire Department 
Temporary Firefighter Housing 

7580 Form Street 
 

The Vernon Township Fire Department requests a variance to allow a manufactured house to be placed 
at the existing McCordsville Fire Station to be used for temporary housing of firefighters.  A 3-4 person 
crew will provide fire response and paramedic services to McCordsville 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  
VTFD will have the staffing to do this by the fall of 2021.  Once the new station is built on 900 N, this 
crew will be moved to that location and the temporary structure will be removed from the site.  The 
existing fire station will continue as a location to house support staff for VTFD and will be maintained as 
it is today. 

The structure being requested in a new 14x70 manufactured home.  The structure is 3 bedroom and 2 
bath allowing for personnel to stay overnight.  VTFD is investigating two potential locations on the 
property.  The south side of the building is a paved parking lot with easy access to the sewer clean out, 
water and electric.  The north side of the building has a large grass covered lot that has easy access for 
the for the structure but may have more expense associated with utilities.  Either location appears to 
provide enough space. 

VTFD currently staffs Station 431 in Fortville 24 hours a day with an Engine with 3-4 personnel and a 
Medic with 2 personnel.  The McCordsville Station (8) houses 1 engine, 1 rescue, 1 tanker, 1 grass rig 
and an additional reserve engine.  There are no sleeping quarters to allow 24-hour coverage.  The 
Vernon Fire Protection Territory was established to improve fire/EMS coverage to the community.  The 
need for a station in McCordsville was established through that process. 

A new station is proposed for McCordsville to be constructed in 2022 north of the railroad tracks.  We 
anticipate occupying the new station by mid to late 2023. 

Page two of this document provides data that supports this need. 

 

Summary 

• Runs slightly decreased in McCordsville from 2019-2020.  Some decrease in run load overall is 
attributed to the pandemic.  However, runs will likely increase at a more rapid rate compared to 
Fortville due to new housing starts and growth projections. 
 

• To October 23, 2020, 46% of the runs in Vernon Township are in McCordsville.  At the time of 
the variance request, VTFD does not have to date statistics.  Anecdotal evidence suggests 
there is an increase of runs to McCordsville. 

 
• Average response times in Fortville are 2 minutes and 21 seconds faster than McCordsville 

 
• There were consistently more building permits issued in McCordsville than Fortville over the last  

 
• 4 years indicating the growth is faster and the run load will be expected to surpass Fortville. 



• Traditions at Brookside and Meijer are the top to run locations for VTFD over the last two years.  
Both are in McCordsville. 

 
• McCordsville has over a million square feet of commercial space to provide fire protection to. 
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Illustrative Character Exhibit 

 

Floorplan 

 

 

Exterior View 

 

 

*This exhibit is not intended to require this exact trailer.  Instead, this exhibit should be interpreted to 
depict the character and quality of the trailer.  
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