Parks & Recreation Board
October 10, 2016

Meeting Minutes
1. Call to order and roll call
Members present: Summer Harper, Stephanie Stewart and Alyson Zelencik
Members absent: Ron Hill and Kim Pearson
Others present: Brandon Williams, Town Manager Tonya Galbraith, Planning Director Ryan Crum and Erica Olson, minutes

2. Nomination of Parks Board Secretary.  

Ms. Stewart was nominated by Ms. Harper. 2nd by Ms. Zelencik.  Motion Passes: 3/0. 

3. Approval of August 8, 2016 - No Quorum
4. Introduction of New Member 

Alyson Zelencik joins as an ex-officio member from Vernon Township library system. She and her family have lived in McCordsville since 2005. She joined the library board a year ago and is a media specialist the high school.

5. Sporting Indiana FC  Presentation
Chris Steeno, vice president, gave a presentation about the Geist Area Soccer League that Sporting Indiana FC is beginning the spring of 2017.  This will be a recreational league for ages 4-10 and if they get 6 teams for each age group they will be able to serve 264 kids. SIFC wants to bring this league to the area to be a part of the community and hopes this league will attract families that currently go elsewhere to play in recreational soccer leagues. This league will pull kids from McCordsville, Oaklandon, Geist, Fortville, Lawrence, Cumberland and other surrounding areas because McCordsville is a central location. The spring season is April thru May with one weeknight practice and a Saturday morning game. The fall season would be August thru September. They will be using Town Hall Park for practices and games.
The floor was opened for questions

· What about the added use and cost of supplies for our facilities? Jim Brandon, executive director, said they are open to a cleaning fee or they could bring in port-o-lets. They also have a staff member in the building to monitor the scene and respect the facility.

· Where would the equipment be stored? Mr. Brandon said it could be stored on-site at a staging area or would haul it back and forth in a trailer.
· What about parking? Mr. Brandon said they have staff for parking and would not need any additional volunteers. They would abide by our parking plan.

· How would the fields be marked?  Mr. Brandon said they use spray paint that grows out in a few weeks and a few mows.  

·  What about the geese? Mr. Brandon has an organic application to the lawn that would deter the geese and is willing to work with Mr. Crider and the town to come to a solution.
· What about signs? Mr. Brandon understands that he’d have to get a sign permit and abide by allowable placement.
· What about rain dates? Gilberto Pineda, technical director, said Friday would be an option but they would work with the town’s schedule.

· How many recreational soccer programs are in the area? Mr. Steeno said there are over 1300 kids participating in recreational soccer programs in Fishers and they have more than one program.
6. 5-Year Park Master Plan update
The board reviewed the changes that were suggested by Mr. Crum for Chapter 5. 
Current language is in black and updated language is in red. Goals are mostly unchanged from current plan. We are adding “stream corridors” to goal 3. The map shows in black our current multi-use path. The green lines are the future paths that are in the capital projects plan. When we’re done, you can safely cross all pedestrian barriers on 600W. 
The Connectivity Plan has been updated quite a bit. It includes stream corridors. There will be a pedestrian spine through Old Town and then connect to other trails. These trails will begin to create loops. The linear portions will be good to get from point “a” to point “b” and the loops will be good for recreation and exercise. 
Parkland Opportunities is not singling out any specific properties but show areas of town that would be conducive to being a park. These factors include schools, community amenities, cultural attractions, natural features population concentration, distance from other parks and no known planned projects. Two areas in general are between 600 and 700 along 900N and adjacent to Old Town. This would need to be looked at further and may want to ask a consultant to dig into the details and see what makes sense.
The 5-year Priority Action Schedule and Associated Costs are required by the DNR in every plan. The old plan had items that weren’t necessarily actions.  They are now all actions.

Potential Funding Sources has been updated with the state acts and bills that have changed as well as public grants and foundation monies available.
There is work to do on the appendix which is fitting in all the documents that we have used and referenced in the plan.

Following the public hearing, Mr. Crum plans to put it out for the 30 day public comment and review stage, make any changes and at the beginning of the year submit it to the state for their review. It is due January 15, 2017. He hopes to have it back by the February 2017 meeting.
Ms. Stewart opened the floor for public questions or comments – There were no public speakers.

Ms. Stewart asked for discussion by the Board

Ms. Harper would like a copy of the plan and will comment on it. Mr. Crum will send members an updated copy of the plan and requests comments by November, 1. If we do not send the plan to the state by their deadline we won’t be eligible for any grants.
7. Bicentennial events
· The torch will be handed off at the McCordsville United Methodist Church. Their event is scheduled from 2:30-5pm on September 14th.  They will have a bounce house, face painting, games and a BBQ truck. A souvenir state flag will be handed out to each person that attends.  The torch will be coming from Fortville on an antique fire truck and is expected to arrive at 3:45 pm.  Max Meise will take the torch and hand it off to Mary McConnell who will get on an antique tractor to continue on the route. 

· Scarlet Lane is having a Chili Cook-Off Event on October 14th from 5-8pm. They have the 25 entries signed up and there will be 4 judges: Ms. Tonya Galbraith, Tony May, Barry Wood and a Scarlett Lane employee. They are hoping 145 people will attend.
8. Old Business- 

· 5K – We had 20 more participate than last year. A survey of participants shows that they would like to continue with chip and timing and would like to have medals. Ms. Galbraith is going to ask Town Council send $5000 to the Building a Brighter McCordsville Fund. We are keeping a small amount back as a cushion for next year.  We will probably always start and finish at the Wellness Center but the route may change as our paths change. We want to keep it off the road as much as possible.
· Fall Movie Night- It was a smaller crowd and we learned to not do it during fall break. Simeris on the Street and Scarlett Lane showed up and we had free popcorn. We should look ahead and pencil in for late September next year and have one, not two, movie nights. We can lock down a date and chose the movie later.  If we don’t chose a first-run movie we may get a bigger crowd.
· Trunk-or-Treat/Fall Festival – Will be October 29th from noon-2pm. We will have toss games, a photo booth, face painting, free popcorn and a yard sale. We already have several entries. One of McCordsville’s new MVPs is a minister at The Caring Place and he’s thinking that he can get 15 more cars to participate. 
· Christmas Tree Lighting – Will be November 30th. We do it on a Wednesday because we want the town hall decorated for the first Friday in December, which is the town-wide Christmas Party. We have 2 groups coming to provide music.  For the first time the elementary school will be able to participate.
9. New Business
· Boniccis – It is located in McCordsville Corner Shops is now open. It is a family recreation place with arcade games and play gym activities. 
10. Next meeting – December 12, 2016
11. Public Comments – Ted Bragdon, with the Mt. Vernon Optimists, gave information on how the Optimists are a “Friend of Youth” in that they provide extra funds to grade schools for field trips, pizza parties and speakers as well as anything else the school won’t pay for. To raise funds they do recreational sports including baseball, softball, basketball and soccer. They cover the Mt. Vernon area from Fortville to Cumberland and recognize that McCordsville sits right in the middle of the area and is the fastest growing part of the county. The Optimists would be open to an eventual partnership with Parks for baseball, softball and soccer. 
12. Adjourn-
Motion by Ms. Stewart to adjourn.  Motion passes: 3/0.
