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                              July 16, 2019
Department of Planning and Building

Town of McCordsville


Project:
2019 Zoning Ordinance Amendment to Allow Telecommunications Facilities as Special Exception in the Public/semi-public (P) Zoning District
Petitioner: 

Department of Planning & Building 
Request:
Request for a favorable recommendation for an Amendment to the Town’s Zoning Ordinance.
Staff Review:
Zoning Ordinances are living, breathing documents that need updates and amendments over time.  This particular amendment revises our Official Schedule of Uses (Appendix A) to list Telecommunications Facilities as a Special Exception in the P Zoning District.  

Staff Comments:
Currently telecommunication facilities are permitted as Special Exceptions in the CR, I-1, & I-2 Zoning Districts.  This Amendment would also allow them as Special Exceptions in the P District.  This request is coming forward now due to a telecommunications facility that has been proposed on the Town Hall property.  Staff and the Town Council have been working on a lease agreement with On-Air Communications and Crown Castle for a little over a year.  The agreement is moving its way through that process and could be signed as early as late summer or early fall.  Once a lease agreement has been signed, the petitioner, On-Air Communications and Crown Castle, will need to seek zoning approval for the facility.  For that zoning process to move forward a telecommunication facility needs to be a Permitted or Special Exception Use in the P District.  If approved this land use allowance will apply to all property (there are 6 parcels) zoned P.  
Staff is recommending the Plan Commission make a favorable recommendation to the Town Council to amend the Zoning Ordinance to make Telecommunications Facilities a Special Exception in the P Zoning District.  If Council approves the lease agreement, and this Amendment petition, the petitioner will need to seek approval from the BZA for the Special Exception.  If the Special Exception is approved, the petitioner can move forward with submitting plans for permit issuance.    

This petition does require a public hearing.  Following the public hearing the Commission can motion to provide (a) a favorable recommendation, (b) no recommendation, (c) unfavorable recommendation, or (d) continue the petition.  
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            Red hatch square indicates proposed tower location. 

